CHAPTER NINE

“THE ALL-EMBRACING TERM:
EVANGELIZATION”’

Ca.rl frequently wrote to relatives, friends, and fellow-
religious of his work among the Bilaans. The passages that
fo!Iqw show the breadth and depth of his evangelization
ministry—from baptizing infants to encouraging his people
to vote in the national plebescite of 1986. Further commen-
tary is not deemed necessary!

Baptisms

And, thanks be to God, when I return south we have some
wonderful communities all prepared for Baptism, or great
numbers in these communities. They have been taking in-
struc;tions for at least a year or more. We decry ‘quickie’
baptisms. Allin all it should be between 150 and 200 adults
plus their little ones. And they are usually so serious anci
conscious of their religious responsibilities. Now the seed
tl‘.lat has been sown for the past two or three years is begin-
ning to fructify. Others have started but then slipped away.
I—onvever, we are confident that eventually they will resume
again, especially through the good example and witness of
those to be baptized. So very, very often I am the first priest
they have ever met, and at times the first foreigner. Also
our people, the Bilaans, gradually come to realize that we’
the staff and I, really care and are ready to help them ir’l
yvhatever way we can. Time and talents, that is, but not
in hand-outs. We just could not hack it with 80,000 people
and we don’t want any ‘rice christians.’ Actually this is grati-
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fying to most of them, and they come to respect us and
religion all the more.

Our Bishop (Filipino) would like to have a census of our
Bilaan people. Even before he mentioned it, we on our own
had decided to try to do this. Our people are so spread out
over such a vast area. I told the Bishop that it is going to
take us about six months to try to get some kind of a cen-
sus, and a knowledge of how many have been Baptized as
Catholics. Over the years, and even now, some priests in
our parishes will often Baptize them with hardly even the
semblance of solid instruction. Even this instruction will be
in a different dialect which our people may understand for
ordinary things, but when it comes to Christian basic con-
cepts, it is just over their heads. Their traditions, their par-
ticular religious backgrounds, etc., are so different. I am
convinced that the foundation should be given by one of
their own, especially by our trained Bilaan catechists. The
super-structure can then be given by non-Bilaans.

We refuse to proselytize or condemn other, especially Prot-
estant, religions. We come into a new community (mean-
ing ‘new’ to us) with an offer to help them help themselves,
their development as persons and as a community, in a
socio-agro context, educational context (by contacting school
boards, etc.), medical context, etc. If they want to know
more about the Catholic Religion, the desire and request
has to come from them. If they want to put up a Chapel,
that is up to them, as we do not build Chapels. At times
we will help them buy nails, which is their big expense.
If they then request seminars or instructions, fine. We are
only too happy to conform, but they have to be serious about
it and persevere. We do not baptize babies and little children
unless both or one of the parents are/is Catholic, and only
after a two-day seminar. We have run across too many of
our people who somewhere along the line requested bap-
tism from some priest, were baptized, and now do not even
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Fmow hlow to make the Sign of the Cross. We tell them there
is nothing ‘magical” about baptism.

Children and Child Brides

Up in Mongo Kayo yesterday morning the school children
put on an entertainment for us. They have only three classes
and one teacher—a wonderful self-sacrificing man. The par-
ents were so proud. You could see it in their eyes. Boy, is
that ever an isolated spot. I had to scold the other peo£)le
for trying to marry off their twelve, thirteen and fourteen
year old daughters. It is their old tradition. They listened
very respectfully and responded well. Whatever the *“Fari’’
says (Fari means priest) is law for them. Wow, I am treated
hk.e a king. When they saw the Fari climbing up in all that
rain to visit them, they just could not get over it. Maybe

{J wsould be a fish out of water in some clerical circles in the

At this 5:00 p.m. Mass we will have our Christmas Bap-

tisms and Sacramentalizing of marriages. If the parents (Bap-

tized) want their babies Baptized, both father and mother

?}:ust téndergo a two-day seminar. This enables us to help
em deepen their Faith and their responsibilities t

their Baptized children. : fos foward

We do not use the word: ‘Validation’ for marriages. We use
the word: ‘Sacramentalize’ because our people are con-
vm'ced that their Tribal Marriage Ceremony is valid. We are
trying to get them to combine the two: Church wedding
in the morning, and tribal wedding in the afternoon or eve-
ning. ﬂowever not much progress in this respect as yet.
One big problem is the ‘kasfala’ or the dowry the young
man must put up for the girl. Usually it is a carabao (big
water buffalo) or horse, big brass gong and traditional
jewelry. Sometimes if the boy’s family is hard up somebody
may go out and swipe a carabao, often from the low-landers

Then tlhere is a lot of trouble. Or they will go into debt.
Sometimes I feel that some parents figuratively put theiI"
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daughters on the block for the highest bidder. We are try-
ing to undermine this ‘kasfala’ practice or make it more
reasonable. Yowie! The frictions and feuds that it causes,
especially if the gal runs away from her husband, and the
her family and relatives have already divided up the ‘spoils.’
Again, we are not making much head-way in our efforts
in this regard.

But we are making head-way, especially in the areas where

our influence is strong, in regard to child-brides. Either

romised when they are only little children, or marrying
them off when they are only thirteen or fourteen. Usually
our girls mature physically earlier and reach the age of
puberty faster. It is a different ball-game up here in the
mountains. I am into my fifth year among our people; often
I feel it would take another fifty years to fully understand.
We were able to round up some older Baptized couples to
have their marriages Sacramentalized finally. And there are
so many in so many other areas. Thanks be, headway is
also being made in discouraging Polygamy—Wow! Greater
majority of young people now frown on this practice—it may
be some Women'’s Lib seeping into our gals.

Married Life

Hello, again. It is now 2:55 p.m. Lots of preparations. We
are having a Big Seminar this weekend on Catholic Chris-
tian Planned Parenthood. Begins around 1:00 p.m. tomor-
row afternoon, Friday, and will end at noon on Sunday.
I have cancelled everything for the catechists so that they
and their wives can attend. They are now roaming around
our extensive area up here in the mountains, trying to visit
every house to invite the husbands and wives. POP-COM,
Government agency on Population, is zeroing in on our
people, loaded down with contraceptives, pills, etc., and
set up to perform tube-ligations and vasectomies. They have
to be careful about abortions because it is still against the
law. But they have the manpower, the money, the power,
etc., to brain-wash our people, because they are supported






